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DYER ST

Dyer Street School

Empowering Learners For Life

Term 1, Newsletter 1 Email— admin@dyerstreet.school.nz 9th February 2010

Denise’s Column

Reporting to Parents 2010 —How does this fit with “National Standards”?

I have heard in the media that you either have or will be receiving a letter from the government about the intent of National
Standards and you will also have heard about some of the current debate from various parties.

Where are we at?

1. Over recent years at Dyer Street (along with other schools in our Naenae Cluster), we have been using a Curriculum spread graph
to monitor and report to students and families as to where individuals are achieving against national expectations. Our cluster is
continuing to develop this and align with the revised legislation.

2. As the consultation was occurring at a national level over the past year we had our own in-school working group reviewing our
reporting system and particularly the use of portfolios in part of the process. Recommendations came through which are at present
being considered in regard to the changes in legislation. We are going to need to consider if these are totally eliminated, modified
or retained, how and when they are used and if we go onto some electronic equivalent.

3.  We have started to review our end of year report, against the 2 points above and will make making modifications to this, with
probably an additional one mid-year.

4. We have already made changes to our conference timelines for 2010. Teachers in the junior school will give parents an indication
of the most appropriate date to fit in with the individual student’s cycle and then negotiate a suitable time.

Every student will still have 2 conferences per year.

Conference Schedule

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
For a student at the Monday 22 Feb Tuesday 11 May Tuesday 10 August | Tuesday 2 Nov
end of approximately
5 weeks at school or or or or
Tuesday 23 March Tuesday 15 June Tuesday 7 Sept Tuesday 30 Nov
For a student at the 2 from the following...
end of 6 months at
school
For a student at the
end of 1 year at
Monday 22 Feb Tuesday 11 May Tuesday 10 August | Tuesday 2 Nov
For a student at the
end of 18 months at or or or or
For a student at the Tuesday 23 March | Tuesday 15 June Tuesday 7 Sept Tuesday 30 Nov

end of 2 years at

For a student at the
end of 30 months at
school (if still in the

For a student at the
end of 3 years at
school (if still in the

For students in the
senior school

Week of 1-5 March
(Wk 5)

Week of 26-30 July
(Wk 2)

Possible Sample Scenarios
1. Child 1 started school (i.e. birthday) in Term 2 of 2009, so may be scheduled for
2010 Conferences
. Monday 22 February —end of 6 months (20 weeks)

. Tuesday 15 June —end of 12 months (40 weeks)
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Parent Tutors in Reading Dyer Street After School Care
HELP! There are still spaces available for before and after school care
We need YOU! Please contact Travis or Wendie on Phone 939 2970

N\,

Are you able to listen to 3 children read?

Any morning from 9am until 9.45am.
Please let the office or classroom teacher know

Office News
Thank you to the parents who inform the office that their child/children will be absent or late to school each day.

It is now a ministry requirement that the school does not have unexplained absences. This is monitored by the Ministry of
Education. This means that when you are leaving a message on the absence line that you need to leave your child/children’s
names, room number and a brief reason for absence, such as unwell, on holiday, family bereavement etc as we use an
electronic absence system with specific coding as required by the Ministry of Education.

Please remember to phone or text the school office prior to 9am if your child/children will be late or absent for the day.
You need to ring in each day your child is away.

School Phone: 567 8016 or Cellphone: 027 697 3801

Please remember to inform the office of any changes in address and contact phone numbers. It is important that we have up-
to-date student contact details in the event of a medical emergency or sickness.

Medical Issues

If your child has a medical issue, both the office and the classroom teacher need to be informed. We have medical forms that
need to be completed and signed in the office. All asthma inhalers that are kept in the medical room should be in a named
plastic bag.

Lost Property

Don’t forget to check the lost property which is located through the junior entrance doors, everything that is left over at the
end of the year will be given to charity. Please check with the office if you have lost any jewellery, cellphones or keys, as we
have a few items that are handed in each week.

Dates for Term

Junior Conferences Monday 22 February
Year 3/4 Rippa Rugby Tournament Tuesday 23 February
BOT meeting Wednesday 24 February
Senior Conferences 1-4 March

Football Coaching 1-5 March

Year 5/6 Rippa Rugby Tournament Tuesday 9 March
Oceans Alive Monday 15 March
Junior Conferences Monday 23 March
Teachers Stopwork Meeting Thursday 25 March
The Minstrel Friday 26 March
Showcase Tuesday 30 March
School closes for Term 1 Thursday 1 April

This is also the year of elections for our Board of Trustees so more information will be available shortly.




Child 2 started school (i.e. birthday) in Term 3 of 2007 so may be scheduled for 2010 Conferences
° Tuesday 23 March —end of 30 months at school (100 weeks)
o Tuesday 7 September —end of 3 years at school (120 weeks)
Child 3 started school (i.e. birthday) in Term 1 2007 so is now meeting the same timeline as previous years.
U Term 1 —-Week 5
J Term 3 —Week 2
Both of these students would still receive written reports at scheduled times but the timeline and format of this is still to be decided.

Conferences will continue to involve the student, teacher and parent(s) and where it is not possible for the parent to attend another
time will be negotiated. However teachers will be available into the early evening only on those scheduled times as we don’t
encourage staff to be in the school alone in evenings because of safety and security reasons.

Research shows us that the combined feedback and feed forward against the combined expectations of the teacher and parent is
one of the most important elements in a child’s ability to achieve. We aim for 100% attendance at these events.

Conferences include information as to what the student has achieved using national assessment tools up the most recent assessment,
combined with teacher judgement, where they need to get to over the next period of time based on national expectations and what we
intend to do in partnership to get them there, including what the student themselves will need to do.

Quote from latest ERO (January 2010) .....

“Families are increasingly invited to be involved idn tl|hei
progress against the students’ goals and curriculum | @gvel
Parents are wel/l i nformed about their chi lwdy sdenalalboifeencestie nt

set and review specific literacy, numeracy and social goals. Portfolios and written reports contain comprehensive information on
achievement levels and next learning steps. Student self assessment against their own success criteria and parent comments are
also included.”

Next week your child will bring home their individual schedule for this year and booking times etc for the first round of junior
and senior conferences.

If you would like to provide us with any feedback which you would like included in our plans for any aspect of our reporting
(Conferences, portfolios, end of year reports), just put pen to paper, send me an email denise(@dyerstreet.school.nz, or come and have
a chat.

We intend to continue our positive partnership, but this year will be a transition year as we come to terms with the new requirements
and their implications for our implementation.

2010 Organisation

We have started the year with 235 students. Our New Entrant class is 10 at this stage which indicates we will be starting the next New
Entrant class earlier rather than later. For planning purposes it is helpful if we know and have firm enrolments of students starting
during the year.

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 Room 9 Room 11

Year 1 Year 1 Year 2 Year2 & 3 Year 3 Year5&6 | Year5& 6 | Year5& 6 | Year4 Year4 & 5

(NE)

Jen Liana Bonni Noeline Micaela Fiona Kelly Sam Sherilyn Krishna

Perry Jordan Ramage McQueen Bailey Howard Layton McGavin Hall Rangi
(T1&2)

Sarah Marino, Carolyn Currington and Kerry Barlow who are all part-time, will be working across the school in the Arts and
Sarah and Kerry will also work in Room 2, and Room 6/7 respectively.

J Lisa Gibson is Deputy Principal without a full-time class responsibility and will be leading literacy in the Senior School and also
spending some time in Room 11.

. Andrea Scanlan will be leading numeracy in the Junior School.
. Sam Mc Gavin is our sports co-ordinator.
o Where a parent has an issue, the first point of contact is the classroom teacher, and if further support is needed the Team Leader is the

next person involved.

Junior Team Leader: Jen Perry Senior Team Leader: Kelly Layton
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